
Nurture News  

Welcome to Issue 2 of Nurture News. Itôs been no mean 

feat to get this issue to print on time as, with the cricket 
season upon us, our editor Greg does seem to disappear 
for days at a time. Iôm assured he is on site visits and 
appointments, but it does always tend to coincide with 

when the test matches start!  

It has been a very exciting few months since our last is-
sue with a new acquisition of City Estate Services ð this 
now takes our turnover to over £6 million. I hope you will 
take time to look at the new and updated website 
www.nurturelandscapes.co.uk    

In the meantime, enjoy the rest of your summer.  
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Profile on Harleyford Estate 

Harleyford Estate is a residential and leisure 

complex on the banks of the Thames between 

Henley and Marlow.  Nurture employs one full -

time gardener on site with additional seasonal 

support from Mobile Teams.  

Steve Southall, the full - time gardener has been 

employed on site since June 2007. His duties 

involve the maintenance of three residential 

developments: The Lakes, Homewood and The 

Grove.  These developments consist of a large 

number of Timber Holiday Homes set alongside 

lakes and nestling amidst traditional English 

woodland.  

Equipped with an Iseki SXG 19 and a pedes-

trian Scag,  the majority of the season is spent 

mowing on a two weekly cycle (a little like 

painting the Forth Bridge!).  

 

òSteeped in history and nes-

tling on the banks of the River 

Thames near Marlow, Buck-

inghamshire, this wonderful 

location offers a perfect blend 

of leisure and tranquillity.ó 

http://www.nurturelandscapes.co.uk


    Two More BALI Entries 

Welcome to Mark 

Susie Strangeõs garden 
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This year, we have entered 
four projects into the BALI 
Awards, and two of them 
are for the construction of 

private gardens.  

The combined value of the 
two schemes, one at Wel-
wyn Garden City and one 
in Guildford, was  £200,000 

so the clients will be ex-
pecting us to win some-
thing.  

Fingers crossed for both!  Martin Jonesõ garden 

Peter, John and The City Team!  
From left to right:  Jonathan Frasier, Peter Fane, Steve Wilkins, David 
Stoyle, Kate Smith 
 

Another Acquisition For Nurture 

Nurture continues to grow.  

The 1st of July saw Nurture take another step forward with 

the addition of City Estate Services to its portfolio.  

City offer a range of landscape and cleaning services 

across the south west region through a team of 24 em-

ployees working out of 11 vans. They have a well estab-

lished portfolio of solid clients with a main base in Cor-

sham, Wiltshire, plus satellite depots in Exeter and 

Gloucester. The teams are managed by Steve Wilkins and 

Kate Smith who have now joined the Nurture team. This 

latest acquisition means that we now have over 100 em-

ployees; quite a feat, considering just three years ago 

there was only three of us!  

With a good spread of sites, this gives a very strong plat-
form in the south west and, with a good team in place, 
means we can grow further by targeting suitable contracts.  
 

Nutfield Priory 

Office in Windlesham, 

he has already fitted in 

very well with the 

teams.  

Mark grew up on the 

Isle of Wight and 

spent much of his 

early career working 

within various environ-

mental occupations 

from forestry to horti-

culture. He gained an 

Honours Degree in 

Landscape Manage-

ment BSc from the 

University of Reading 

and continues to use 

We have another new face in the 

Nurture team ðMark Hughes Wil-

liams.  With the business growing 

at such a pace, it was time to 

add some support to the opera-

tions team. Mark started in April 

as an Assistant Contracts Man-

ager to lend support to Joelôs 

team. Based at Nurture Head 

t h i s  k n o w l e d g e 

throughout his work.  

He recently returned 

from managing grounds 

maintenance in Austra-

lia, where the native 

flora and fauna pre-

sented him a few chal-

lenges; most notably 

having to produce Risk 

Assessments for poi-

sonous insects!  

In his spare time, Mark 

enjoys cooking, walk-

ing, music and skiing.  

 

Mark says, ñI am de-

lighted to be working 

here at Nurture and hope 

to build many strong re-

lationships.ò. 

Welcome on board, 

Mark!  



    Nurture Goes Large! 
Ever seen a huge tree on a new site and 

wondered how it got there?  

Well, at Chiswick Park recently, we had the 

task of planting not one but two huge ma-

ture trees.  

The trees in question were Metasequoia 

glyptostroboides ï Dawn Redwood -  with a 

girth of over 100cm! The largest was over 

17m tall with the additional tree being 

slightly smaller, at a mere 10m.  

Both trees were purchased from Arbor Nurs-
ery in Belgium where they had been planted 
over 60 years ago.  

They were then transported by individual 
trailers to the site where they were off-
loaded by way of a 20 tonne mobile crane.  
So, next time youôre complaining about dig-
ging a hole to plant a tree, just be thankful 
it isnôt the holes for these monsters. 

Joel Woolrich, our Opera-

tions Director, has finally 

been prised kicking and 

screaming out of his Toyota 

Hilux petrol guzzler into a 

more environmental ly 

friendly Volvo V50 Edrive. 

And, seeing as how we are such 

a kind and thoughtful company, 

we have even made sure he has 

a fully fitted dog cage in the 

back for Orla, his four legged 

sidekick. With fuels costs mak-

ing travel expensive and con-

gestion charges in London, we 

are always looking to ensure we 

have the cleanest fleet. Now, 

we canôt help noticing another 

Hilux has turned up. Watch out 

Steve Wilkins ðyouôre next! 

Chris Shows You How Itõs Done 
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Chris  at Aztec talking through machinery maintenance Chris at Hinxton talking through mower maintenance 

Come In Joel - Your Timeõs Up! 

Many of our static sites have little 

or no time to get over to Win-

dlesham, so our very own Master 

Mechanic, Chris Highton, goes on  

road trips to give tool box talks on 

how to carry out ongoing mainte-

nance to all their machinery. This 

helps keep the machines running 

more efficiently and for longer. All 

of this advice is good practice for 

everyone and I hope youôre keep-

ing your own equipment clean, 

tidy and topped up with oil!  

Metasequoia 

glyptostroboides �± Dawn 

Redwood trees with a 

girth of 100cm and over 

17m tall   


